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                  even  ch aracter i st i cs  are h el pful  t o 
i den t i fy  bi r ds: si ze, sh ape, col or, pat t ern , 
beh av i or s, h abi t at , an d soun d. I t  speak s for  
i t sel f  th at  th e si ze an d sh ape of  a bi r d doesn?t  
ch an ge th rough out  th e year. Each  fam i ly  or  
group of  bi r ds h as an  overal l  si ze an d sh ape 
or  si l h ouet t e. Di f feren t  bi r ds h ave di f feren t  
bi l l  sh apes an d si zes, h ead sh ape an d si ze, 
t ai l  l en gth , l eg l en gth , an d foot  sh ape. 
Un derstan di n g th e si l h ouet t es of  th e m ai n  
bi r d groups foun d i n  Ol d Al abam a Town  
(OAT) can  h el p you n ar row  down  wh at  bi r d 
you?re t r y i n g t o i den t i fy. To becom e aware of  
th ei r  di f feren ces, pay  at t en t i on  t o th e 
di f feren t  si zes an d sh apes of  th e par t s of  a 
bi r d. W h en  you f l i p th rough  your  bi r d f i el d 
gui de, you?l l  qui ck ly  see h ow  m an y col or s an d 
pat t ern s bi r ds can  h ave. Especi al l y  focus on  
th e h ead an d w i n g col or s, such  as th e crown  
of  th e h ead, eye m ark i n gs, w i n g bar s, or  oth er  
pat t ern s th at  stan d out  i m m edi ately. Star t  
f r om  th e t op of  th e bi r d?s h ead an d work  your  
way aroun d to th e eyes, ch eek s, an d th roat . 
Note th e subt l et i es i n  col or  var i at i on s. Do th e 
sam e th i n g w i th  di st i n gui sh i n g w i n g col or s.

Soun ds are probably  th e t ough est  i den t i fy i n g 
factor  t o l earn , because bi r d soun ds are 
speci f i c t o each  i n div i dual  bi r d. Bei n g abl e t o 
i den t i fy  a bi r d by  i t s soun d al on e i s a sk i l l  
th at  t akes a l ot  of  pat i en ce t o l earn . 
L an dm ark s Foun dat i on  h as you covered for  
th at  par t . Bi r di n g at  OAT i s an  addi t i on al  t our  
act iv i ty  t o diver si fy  our  m useum  exper i en ce.

ANNOUNCEMENT

In the ear ly Mor ning of  Satur day, Apr il 
20th, 2024, Landmar ks? Old Alabama 
Town was st ill asleep, Chr istopher  Joe 
took his f ir st  bir ding gr oup on a st r oll 
thr ough Montgomer y?s Nor th Hull 
Histor ic Dist r ict . With gigant ic camer a 
lenses, binocular s, and a laser  pointer  
at  hand, we ident if ied bir ds while 
enjoying the mor ning silence.

Con n ec t in g  
w it h  Bir d s  
an d  Nat u r e
?
Jacob van Megen
Hor t icultur ist  at  Landmar ks Foundat ion

ST I CK ET S
Guided Birding Tour with Christopher Joe start at 8:30 am at Loeb 
Visitors Center, 301 Columbus St. The ticket price ($25.00)  includes a 
light breakfast in the Old Alabama Town picnic area and coffee. Tickets 
can be purchased at Old Alabama Town, Lucas Tavern, 310 North Hull 
St, Downtown Montgomery.  

- Tours are free for Landmarks Members. Tickets must be 
reserved/purchased in advance.

- Tickets will also be available online at 
landmarksfoundation.com

- Limited availability, based on first come first serve.
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- Saturday, October 12th, 2024
- Saturday, April 5th, 2025
- Saturday, April 26th, 2025

BI RDI NG
W I T H
Ch r i st opher  Joe

DA T ES
20 24-20 25
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